
Improving access and facilitating 
research:

The music collections in the new 
catalogues of the 

French National Library (BnF)



The general catalogue of the BnF

• First computer catalogue for the users of the library
in 1987 (books since 1970)

• Separated catalogues for books and periodicals
(Opale) and "specialized documents" (Opaline): 
music scores, maps, images…

• In 1989, project of a "Library of an entirely new kind" 
(F. Mitterrand) => conversion of the historical book 
catalogue, loaded in the catalogue in 1997



The general catalogue of the BnF

First Web site 
of the BnF in 
1996, 
providing a 
Telnet access
to the 
catalogues



The general catalogue of the BnF

2002 
BN Opale, a 
real Web 
access to the 
catalogue



• From 2003 to 2007, integration of the specialized
catalogues (Opaline) to the general catalogue

• Providing an index keyword search with document 
types filters

The general catalogue of the BnF



The general catalogue of the BnF

2008
Full text search
More filters:
- location
- document type
- bibliographical

record type



Results list
with the 
same filters
as on the 
search page

The general catalogue of the BnF



The music data in the BnF catalogues
• The music legal deposit (national bibliography) has been computer 

catalogued since 1991
• So have been the RISM manuscripts (alphabetical order, currently

letter H)

• 2003: conversion of the national bibliography from 1946 to 1991 (ca 
3200 records)

• 2007: conversion of
- the collection of music printed before 1800 (ca 15500 records)
- the collection of autograph letters (ca 40 000 records)

• 2012: conversion of the autograph letters of the Opera library (ca 
19000 records)

• 2013: conversion of the general author file (card catalogue, ca 900 
000 cards which produced around 600 000 records)



A new catalogue
• Since 2008, evolution of the Web environment: general

use of faceted navigation on institutional and 
commercial sites => the users of the catalogue have 
become accustomed to this research mode

• Obsolescence of the technical structure of the general
catalogue

2012 beginning of the project for a new catalogue
• Several intern versions until the first public version was

launched in october 2014



A new catalogue

Full text search
offered on the 
first page



A new catalogue: results list



A new catalogue: facets



Monographic record
Collection record

Serial record

Musical genre

Printed music

Manuscript music
Autograph music manuscript

Music format

A new catalogue: special facets



A new catalogue: advanced search



A new catalogue: projects

• An encyclopedic catalogue

• Very different kinds of 
documents

A need for more specialized
searching features: 

the "universes"
Youth collections
Images and maps

Music



A new catalogue: music 
universe

• Specialized search
- medium of performance
- musical works (search in the authority file)
- special musical criteria (musical presentation, 
form…) which are already available in the 
advanced search

• To be developed in 2016



• Several catalogues in the BnF:
- General catalogue (books, periodicals, still and moving
images, sound recordings, electronic resources, scores…) 
using Intermarc format
- Archives and manuscripts catalogue (special catalogue of 
the Manuscripts department and archival resources of the 
other departments) using EAD format
- Digital Library (Gallica) using a conversion of the source 
data in Dublin Core format

=> A need a common discovery tool that helps the user find its
way through the different catalogues (a "data hub")



• An FRBR-based approach of the catalogue: data Bnf
provides pages clustering the documents of the 
different catalogues on persons, works or topics

• Relies on
- the authority file of the BnF (records for the persons, 
works, organizations, subjects and geographical names)
- persistent identifiers for each record, using the 
Archival Resource Key (ark) system:

In the general catalogue

: exploring FRBR

In data.bnf.fr



• The Resource Description Framework (RDF): a 
“grammar” to express relations between entities:

Linked open data: 
- relations between identified entities
- qualified relations using ontologies

(SKOS for the concepts, FOAF for authors, RDA for the works)
- published on the Web on HTML pages

: semantic pages

SUBJECT
Francis Poulenc

13898628 VERB
is the author of

OBJECT
Dialogue des Carmélites

13917062

Charles Gounod
13894638

Paris
15282156was born in



: the long tail

Percentage in the catalogues

Fame

1 % 10 % 100 %

Subject
for 

studies

Author
of 

several
works

Minor authors

"Famous":
Creator of many

identfied wors

Unknown













A new way to browse the collections of the BnF
- using the authority file and persistent identifiers to create
pages on entities that can be found by search engines
- the first open data service of the BnF: RDF data available
for free download
- a pragmatic exploration and progressive implementation
of the FRBR model
- limited searching features: it is not a catalogue for 
humans

has been online since 2012. It now covers 63% 
of the catalogues, with 890 000 authors, 178 000 themes and 
over 8 millions of documents



A digital library for the BnF
and its partners

A mirror of the physical collection:
A variety of documents,        .
with specific needs from the.
different users .

An access to the valuable .
collections of the physical . 
libraries for the general public      



A multipurpose application

Gallica is both
- A visualiser for all the documents



Different uses of Gallica
- And a catalogue of the digital Library…



Different uses of Gallica
- … based on a Dublin Core conversion of the 

original records



The « black box »
For the general public or any beginner, 

it is very difficult to imagine 
what they may find in the library

?



Editorial pages

• As libguides are needed for a physical library, it
was necessary to guide the user to the 
documents of Gallica with editorial pages

For the most valuable
manuscripts, access by 

composer

A focus on the special
collections (Chambure, 

Philidor…)



Access by musical genre

Still in progress..



• Based on the IAML 
musical form list

• Each item links to a 
query on the precise
musical form: the result
list is always up to date…

• … provided that the code 
is correctly written in the 
original record!

Access by musical genre



• The editorial pages on the new version of Gallica

• New pages on composers and special collections

To be continued…



Thank you!
clotilde.angleys@bnf.fr


